Anaphylaxis is enhanced by increased absorption of antigen in postinflammatory state.
Hemagglutinating antibodies and cell-mediated immunity are increased when antigens are injected intraperitoneally (i.p.) into rats during the healing phase of a chemical peritonitis. In the present work, the anaphylactogenic effects of either sensitization or challenge were increased when any of three different antigens were injected i.p. in the postinflammatory state. The postinflammatory state made it possible to sensitize rats for anaphylaxis without any adjuvants at all. Lymph nodes draining the peritoneal cavity had evidence of enhanced absorption of inoculum in the postinflammatory state.